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represent the absence of the rule of law. Every
nation has an interest in promoting true political
dialog in Burma, a dialog that will lead to a
real fight against crime, corruption, and nar-
cotics and a government more acceptable to its
people.

Whether we are fighting drugs, combating
AIDS, trying to open bright new futures for
our children, or working to protect the planet
we share, Thailand and the United States are
making our partnership work for our people,
for we both know we have much more to gain
from standing together than by going it alone.
And we both appreciate how much can be
achieved when dialog and democracy are the
lifeblood of two nations’ relations with each
other, when policies are made through con-
sensus, not coercion, and when people every-
where are given the tools and the chance to
make the most of their own lives.

Working together, the United States and
Thailand can help lead the way to an Asia-Pa-
cific region in which economic success and
greater freedom advance together and support
one another, a region in which growing oppor-
tunity is matched and strengthened by increas-
ing freedom, stability, and security.

We still have challenges to meet. We still
have opportunities to seize. We still have much
to learn from one another. But I am confident
we will do all these things, because we know
that by working together and working with oth-
ers we can build a Pacific community based
on shared interests, shared values, and shared
dreams. It is my great honor, therefore, to be
here today to reaffirm America’s enduring en-

Remarks at a State Dinner in Bangkok
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Your Majesties, Your Royal Highnesses, Privy
Counselors, Prime Minister, members of the
Cabinet, the diplomatic corps, distinguished
guests: The First Lady and I are deeply honored
by the welcome we have received in Thailand.
We are proud to visit during the year that cele-
brates His Majesty’s 50th year on the throne.

We Americans claim a special connection with
His Majesty because he was born in Massachu-
setts, where his father was studying at Harvard
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gagement in the Asia-Pacific and our lasting and
proud friendship with Thailand.
Thank you very much.

[At this point, the degree of Doctor of Economics
was conferred upon the President.]

The President. Thank you very much. Let me
just briefly say that—first, to the distinguished
officials of the university who voted this degree,
I thank you very much. When I heard the presi-
dent reading the degree citation, I have to tell
you what I was thinking was I wish that they
had made that available to the voters in my
country before the last election. [Laughter] But
I thank him for it very much.

I understand that in many quarters this great
university, Chulalongkorn, is known as the Har-
vard of Thailand. Now, I never made it to Har-
vard—{laughter]—but if 1 had to choose, I feel
so thoroughly elevated today in my wonderful
robes and with my degree, I prefer to have
been awarded the degree here. And I thank
you. I think every time I go back now to my
wonderful friends in Massachusetts and at Har-
vard, I will always—at least a part of me will
always think of Harvard as the Chulalongkorn
of the United States. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to
Thienchay Kiranandana, president, and Kasem
Suwannakul,  university  council  chairman,
Chulalongkorn University; King Phumiphon and
Queen Sirikit of Thailand; and Burmese opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

and his mother was a student at Simmons Col-
lege. And of course, I feel a particular admira-
tion for His Majesty, whose love of music, espe-
cially jazz, and whose skill on the saxophone
are universally renowned. In his lifetime, the
late Duke Ellington was called the King of Jazz.
Now it seems to me that His Majesty can lay
legitimate and literal claim to that title.

Our stay here, Your Majesty, is far too brief.
But we have had time to appreciate the wonder
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of your country. Hillary saw it when she visited
two northern provinces and shared the enchant-
ing beauty of the ceremony of Loy Kraphong.
We both have marveled at Bangkok, the City
of Angels, where we see both the proud tradi-
tions of the past and the shining promise of
the future.

Your Majesty, when you addressed the United
States Congress 36 years ago, you noted that
for all the distance that divides our people, still
one thing unites us, the love of freedom. You
were right then, and you are right today. Thai-
land’s struggles for liberty at home and abroad
have inspired nations all over the world. Thai-
land is one of our oldest friends and strongest
allies. The treaty the United States signed with
the Kingdom of Siam in 1833 was the very
first treaty forged by our young Nation with
any Asian nation.

In the last half-century we have fought side
by side in Korea and Vietnam. We have stood
together in promoting security in this region
and around the world. Our nations have been
partners in prosperity as well. And now we are
working to build a new Pacific community
where open societies, linked and invigorated by
open markets, give their people the tools, the
confidence, the opportunity to make the most
of their own lives.

Your Majesty, Thailand’s growing role on the
global stage is a fitting tribute to your leader-
ship. You have guided Thailand through political
crises. You have helped to secure a climate in
which democracy can flourish. Your tireless ef-
forts, and Her Majesty’s, to advance rural devel-
opment have been a model for all the world.
Your integrity and devotion to your people has
made you a symbol of unity and pride. To me
it was especially telling that when your country’s
Olympic boxer won Thailand’s first-ever gold
medal this year in Atlanta, he strode trium-
phantly around the ring with a framed picture
of you. So in celebrating our nations’ partner-
ship, we celebrate you as well.

Your Majesty, our great author Somerset
Maugham once said as he gazed at this mar-
velous palace complex, “It makes you laugh with
delight to think that anything so fantastic could
exist on this somber Earth.” So here, amid the
brilliant colors, the heavenly spires of this won-
derful place, the friendship between our people
springs forth more vibrantly than ever.

Therefore, I ask that all of you join me in
a toast to that friendship, to our alliance, and
to long life for His Majesty, the King.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:36 p.m. in the
Chakri Throne Hall at the Grand Palace.
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Thank you. Thank you very much. You may
have noticed from the news, I'm a little hoarse.
But if you will be patient with me, I will try
to say what is in my mind and heart for you.

First, Governor and Mrs. Knowles, General
Gamble, Colonel Lake, Mayor Mystrom, Lieu-
tenant Governor Ulmer, to the other distin-
guished leaders of our Air Force and Army who
are here. All of you know that when I tell you
I just couldn’t go home without stopping here,
I'm telling the truth. [Laughter]

I guess I could go home without seeing you,
but that would be my loss. Hillary and I look
forward so much to the opportunities we have
to come here to see the people who serve our
Nation, who serve particularly in the Asia-Pacific
region where I have just spent a number of

days in Australia, the Philippines, and Thailand,
and to see your families. I want to thank you
for what you do. I want to tell you that, once
again, I see from my talks with leaders through-
out the world how important our leadership in
this region is for peace, for stability, for pros-
perity and how much people all over the Asia-
Pacific region look to you, trust you, believe
in you, and see America in you. I thank you
for that, and you should be very, very proud.

As Hillary and I go home for Thanksgiving
well be giving special thanks this year, because
it's Military Family Appreciation Week, for the
families of our men and women in uniform
throughout the world. From Bosnia to the Mid-
dle East, to Haiti, to the DMZ in Korea, here
in Alaska, and in countries throughout the
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